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Qualifying Words 

The key little words writers slip in to push readers to extremes.

Extremes create falsehood. 

· Extreme modifiers, such as always, all, never, or only, make it more likely that a statement is biased or false. 
Common extreme modifiers:
· all 

· none 

· best 

· absolutely 

· always 

· never 

· worst 

· nobody 

· everybody 

· certainly 

· invariably 

· everyone 

· no one 

· certainly not

Qualifiers are often true. 

· usually 

· frequently 

· often 

· sometimes 

· some 

· seldom 

· many 

· much 

· probably 

· a majority 

· apt to 

· most 

· might 

· a few 

· may unlikely 

   
 
Qualifiers also give limitations to a claim or point, thus make it less likely that the audience will object. Absolute statements can be jarring or harsh to an audience and can make them defensive. 

1) Absences are NOT ALLOWED. If you miss class for any reason, YOU WILL FAIL.
2) Attending and participating in class is important. More than three absences will result    

    in a lower grade. However, allowances can be made if you have a serious medical    

    condition or a school-sponsored event if you provide documentation. 
 
