Writing-to-Learn Exercise: Reader-Response to Nineteen Minutes

For the following questions, please write at least half-a-page each. Your total writing should be 1.5-2 handwritten pages. (You may type if you wish, but it is not required.) You may number and answer them individually, or you may just write a 1.5 page fluid response that responds to the following questions. Choose the one you feel will work best for you.

The following quote is provided as a reference, but you should also consider the reading as a whole, as well as personal experience or knowledge, when responding.

______________________________________________________________________________

She expected the teacher to talk about a time-out chair, or some retributive punishment that would be handed out if Peter was again taunted by the in crowd. But instead, the young woman said, “I’m showing Peter how to stand up for himself. If someone cuts him in the lunch line, or if he’s teased, to say something in return instead of just accepting it.” 

Lacy blinked at her. “I…I can’t believe I’m hearing this. So if he gets shoved, he’s supposed to shove back? When his food gets knocked on the floor, he should reciprocate?” 

“Of course not—” 

“You’re telling me that for Peter to feel safe in school, he’s going to have to start acting like the boys who do this to him?” 

No, I’m telling you about the reality of grade school,” the teacher corrected. “Look, Mrs. Houghton. I can tell you what you want to hear. I can say that Peter is a wonderful child, which he is. I can tell you that the school will teach tolerance and will discipline the boys who’ve been making Peter’s life miserable, and that this will be enough to stop it. But the sad fact is that if Peter wants it to end, he’s going to have to be part of the solution.” (pp. 72 – 73) 

1. What is your initial reaction to the novel and the issues it addresses thus far? 
2. What does SAFETY IN SCHOOL mean? 
3. Where does the responsibility lie for ending peer cruelty and/or violence in schools? Is it fair to ask everyone to advocate for him/herself or “to be part of the solution?”
