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Research Project--Annotated Bib. Workshop

Advisor: _____________________________________
 Advisee: __________________________________________
Part I (Summary): Has the writer summarized each source appropriately? Briefly answer at least four of the following questions and mark examples within the text:
1. Are the summaries in present tense? Does the writer switch back and forth in any of the summaries? If so, which ones?

2. Is the summary brief (5-8 sentences)? Are any details (quotes, examples, long descriptions, etc.) that could be omitted? Please mark these within the text.

3. Has the writer highlighted the main ideas? As a reader, do you understand the gist of source and the author’s goals?
4. Does attribute writer opinions to the author or publication of the text? Is it clear that the opinions given are the author’s? 

5. Is the writer objective? As a reader, do you feel the writer’s opinion comes through in the text or that he/she is making certain claims?
6. Does the writer use a clear and appropriate writing style? (Does the writer transition well between ideas? Are there any repetitive grammar mistakes that hinder clarity? Are there any sentences that are unclear in meaning?)

Part II (Evaluation): Has the writer appropriately evaluated the following aspects of the source (The writer may not have covered all of these, but several of these items should be covered in each evaluation.):
Please use the subsequent list to determine what the writer might be missing from the evaluation and answer the following questions:

1. Has the writer effectively evaluated the sources’ credibility? Do you have any questions about the article or suggestions for improvements, additions, etc.? (Author credibility and timeliness are both very significant for this.)
2. Does the writer discuss specific reasons why the source was useful in his/her research? Do you have any questions about the text or suggestions for improvements, additions, etc. to develop the evaluation?
3. Does the writer make statements that are both clear and specific? Consider some of the weaknesses discussed in the students examples we went over in class. Look for statements the writer makes that are excessively vague and mark them within the text.

4. Does the writer use a clear and appropriate writing style? (Does the writer transition well between ideas? Are there any repetitive grammar mistakes that hinder clarity? Are there any sentences that are unclear in meaning?) Please mark examples in the text.
Note: When you evaluate a source, you are evaluating the credibility and relevance of the source. Do not confuse this with evaluating the source based on whether or not the author agrees with you. Just because the author has a different opinion, does not mean they are unreliable. All of the items below can be used to argue both credibility and usefulness of the source. Be sure you mention both how a source is credible/reliable and how it is helpful for this type of research.
1. Author

· How credible is the author? If the document is anonymous, how credible is the organization, company, magazine, etc.?
2. Timeliness of Source

· How current is the source? Is it outdated or is it still relevant for the situation? 

3. Audience

· Who is the intended audience? Did the author use an appropriate tone, style, and level of information?  

4. Argument

· Is the content of the source is fact, opinion, or propaganda? Are arguments very one-sided with no acknowledgement of other viewpoints?
· Are there broad generalizations that either overstate or oversimplify the situation, or that aren’t backed up with evidence? (Consider logical fallacies and misuse of pathos.)

· Is the language objective or emotional? Does the language reach the audience? 
   5.   Evidence

· Do you think there's enough evidence offered? Is the coverage comprehensive? 

· Is there an appropriate mix of primary and secondary sources for information?

· If the source is opinion, does the author offer sound reasons for adopting that stance? (Consider again those questions about the author. Is this person reputable?)
