Workshop for Essay I: Conflict Resolution Letter

Advisee: ____________________________________
Advisor: _____________________________________
Part I: As you read the essay, marking the following things within the text: 

1. The common ground

2. The audience’s side

3. The writer’s side

4. The solution

5. Any attacking language
6. Any phrasing you think does a good and/or bad job of considering audience

Part II: Next, answer at least 5 questions from the list below. Remember to make SPECIFIC comments and refer to examples from the text. Do not answer questions by writing merely “yes” or “no”. Explain and give examples.
1. Does the writer objectively introduce the argument? Identify any place where the writer sounds attacking or places blame, which is something to be avoided, especially this early in the letter.
2. Does the writer explore appropriate and sufficient common ground? Could anything be added? (Remember that the common ground may occur either at the beginning after the intro or at the end as an introduction to the solution.)
3. Does the writer clearly and objectively restate the audience’s argument before beginning his/her own? Identify any wording or tone issues that might make the audience feel threatened. How can they improve? 

4. Does the writer give a strong argument for his/her own views? (Look at specific reasons the writer provides to support his/her own argument. Can you think of anything to add?) Identify any wording or tone issues that might make the audience feel threatened. How can they improve?
5. Has the writer proposed a solution that benefits both sides and shows concession of personal views? As a reader, is it clear how this proposal is mutually beneficial?
6. Has the writer used a clear and appropriate structure/organization? (Does everything occur in an appropriate order? Are there any unnecessarily long paragraphs that can be split up?)
7. Is the writing clear? Are there any places where you do not understand what the writer is trying to say? Are there any wording issues or repetitive grammar issues? (Remember this is not the time to point out every little mistake or typo, but large issues can interrupt the clarity and flow of an essay.)
Part III: Use your worksheet to write a letter to the student providing feedback for her essay. Use the elements you have identified as a starting point. In your response letter, begin by telling him/her a few things the essay did well. What was working? Next, take some time to let him/her know what could be improved in revision. (How objective/brief is the intro? Are all the elements there? Does the solution work? Is her writing clear? Does she consider her audience? Etc.) Please be specific and, when possible, refer to specific passages or sections.
