ENGL 1102: Writing in the Academic Community

Eaker

Essay II: Argumentative Essay

Assignment Overview

For the last several weeks, you have been researching a question that you derived from issues explored in Jodi Picoult’s Nineteen Minutes. During that process, you have encountered a variety of information and perspectives available on your issue. 

For this assignment, you will begin by taking what you’ve learned from your research and reflective writing and use it to develop an argumentative thesis that explains your stance on the issue. (Basically, after researching and learning about your issue, what do you now have to say about it?) For some of you, this may involve taking a stand on an issue. For others, it may mean defining a term, evaluating a policy, or proposing a solution.

Consider the following questions when formulating your thesis for this assignment:

· What would you like the audience to think or feel about the issue after reading your essay?

· What would you like the audience to do after reading your essay?

Once you have developed a working thesis (the rough draft of your thesis statement), you will write a 4-5 page argumentative essay that defends your stance by providing readers with logical reasons why they should accept your claim. Consider who your audience is and how you will need to approach them. How will you appeal to your audience’s sense of authority, emotion, and logic? What kind of information would they need to be convinced?

Objective

Your goal in this essay is to argue your stance on the issue by presenting valid evidence, logical reasons, and explanations; you should create a fair argument that appropriately appeals to your target audience. You may not always convince your audience to agree with you, but you should present your argument in a way that enables the reader to understand your position and see the validity of your argument. 

Your essay should:

1. include a strong introduction that will engage the reader 

2. include a well-developed argumentative thesis (thesis statement) that clearly states your position on the issue and sets up your argument 

3. provide logical reasons for why the reader should accept your claim (Supporting Claims)

4. incorporate both evidence (statistics, facts, expert opinions, etc.) and explanation 

5. present a fair argument— This means you acknowledge other opinions in your essay and include a refutation.

6. incorporate a minimum of 3 sources—You may use any of the sources from your research project. Of course, you are welcome to do additional research if needed; those sources must be reliable and must be approved. 
Format Requirements: (** MLA**)

· correct page format

· proper in-text citations

· works cited page
