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Essay II: Collaborative Satire
Part I: Satirical Essay 

1. For this assignment, your group will begin by browsing The Onion individually in order to get a sense of the featured types of writing and subject matter. Next, your group will work together to select as issue that you can address by poking fun of it; it may be a global, national, local, or campus issue. You may also consider topics that have been popular in the past: social networking, relationships/dating, fashion or other recent trends, etc. 
2. Once you have decided on an issue, you will compose your own version of an article (a satirical news story) that could be featured in The Onion.  You will need to utilize humor techniques discussed both in class and in your reading in order to effectively satirize your issue. 
A word of caution: Satire, at the core, is sarcasm, saying the opposite of what you mean to make a point. In order to write a news story, you will need just that—a story. Your story should reveal your true opinion by exaggerating​ the behavior, opinion, etc. that you are addressing. If you think something is ridiculous, don’t just TELL the reader it is ridiculous, SHOW the reader why and how it is ridiculous by illustrating it in an absurd way. (We will look at examples of this is in class.)
3. Please be aware of both your literal and implied argument.  You must have both in order to create an effective satire.

Literal Argument- This is the humorous or absurd situation you are creating. 

Implied Argument- This is the argument that is not spelled out but can be inferred 


       from the article. This should be your true argument or implied claim. In other words, what point are you making?
Assignment Goals

In order to write an effective satire, you will need to develop an acute awareness of both audience and purpose. You need a clear sense of who you are writing to and what your goal is in order to get your point across. Furthermore, this assignment will test your ability to use humor effectively and appropriately. It takes more than just being a funny person to communicate using humor; the person who cracks the best jokes at the lunch table isn’t always the most effective satirist. Finally, this assignment will stretch your ability to be creative while adhering to a specific format. 
Part II: Explanation of your Methods

With your satire, your group should also submit a brief (approx. half a page) explanation of what you believe to be both your literal and implied arguments. Your explanation should address the following questions:
· What issue are you addressing?
· Why did you target this issue? In other words, what’s wrong with, or foolish about, the way society deals with this issue?

· Summarize your humorous, literal situation. What humor techniques does it employ?
· What is your implied claim, or what is the true argument behind all the absurdity?

Methods & Key Terms

Satire - the use of humor, irony, exaggeration, or ridicule to expose and criticize people's 

stupidity or vices, particularly in the context of contemporary politics and other topical issues.

Parody- the imitation and/or ridicule of another literary work (can be combined with satire)
Hyperbole- exaggerated statements or claims not meant to be taken literally
Absurdity- the quality or state of being ridiculous or wildly unreasonable

Irony- a contrast between what is expected and the actual
Structure for Parodying a News Source
The Onion is known for both parodying the format of a news source along with its satirical articles. For this assignment, you will be using Journalistic (News) Style—also called the Inverted Pyramid.  This is the traditional style used most often by news sources. This style focuses on predominantly passive voice and concise language. 

Structurally, the inverted pyramid begins with a lead: one or two initial paragraphs that reveal the Five W’s (and one H)—who, what, when, where, why, how. Other information (quotes, facts, details, etc.) is organized in the order of importance, moving from most to least. 

Tips
You WILL be giving away the ending in the first two paragraphs. This is essentially what a lead does. It is typical that you would want to build suspense. However, for this particular assignment, you will want to fight that urge. Also, you will want to incorporate fictitious characters who will be able to supply quotes to support your whatever story/event you create. 
Format Requirements
· MLA style: 1” margins, MLA heading, proper citations, works cited page

· 2-3 pages, typed, double spaced, Times New Roman 12pt. font

** You will submit the group satire at the Final, where you will present it with your group. You will be graded individually for this assignment based on the quality of the article and on your level of participation and contribution. So be sure to pull your own weight.**
