ENGL 1102: Writing in the Academic Community

Writing-to-Learn Exercise

Begin by reading Essay I: Student Example. Once you have read the essay, you need to begin by marking the following things within the text: 

1. The intro

2. The common ground

3. The audience’s side

4. Her side

5. The solution

6. Anywhere the writer transitions between sections

7. Any attacking language

8. Any phrasing you think does a good and/or bad job of considering audience

Next, write a letter to the student providing feedback for her essay. Use the elements you have identified as a starting point. In your response letter, begin by telling her a few things her essay did well. What was working in her letter? Next, take some time to let her know what she needs to work on. In revision, what could she do better? (How objective/brief is the intro? Are all the elements there? Does the solution work? Is her writing clear? Does she consider her audience? Etc.) Please be specific and, when possible, refer to specific passages or sections.
Your response should be at least half a page. This is a writing-learn-exercise, so it may be handwritten (legibly). 
