Writing-to-Learn Exercise: Reader-Response to Nineteen Minutes

For the following questions, please write at least half-a-page each. Your total writing should be at least 1.5 handwritten pages. (You may type if you wish, but it is not required.) You may number and answer them individually, or you may just write a 1.5 page fluid response that addresses the following questions. Choose the option you feel will work best for you.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

The following quote is provided as a reference for Question 1, but you should also consider the reading as a whole, as well as personal experience or knowledge, when responding.

We live in a country where American kids are dying because we’re sending them overseas to kill people for oil. But when one sad, distraught child who doesn’t see the beauty in life goes and wrongly acts on his rage by shooting up a school, people start pointing a finger at heavy metal music. The problem isn’t with rock lyrics, it’s with the fabric of this society itself. (110)

1. What do you think the speaker means by the FABRIC OF THIS SOCIETY? Is it really to blame? Based on what you know of Peter’s experiences—namely the items discovered in his room— should the entertainment industry (music, film, video games, etc.) hold any accountability? Are these things an outlet for Peter, or are they part of the problem?
2. In this section, both Peter and Josie get a taste of what it’s like to experience bullying from the other side. What is your reaction to Peter’s experience of bullying Delores? In light of their experience, why do you think Josie decides to join the in-crowd? Do you sympathize with her decision?

3. What do you make of Peter’s reaction to the shooting and to the victims? Does his reaction surprise you? Does it add to, or alter, your perception of him? 

At the end of your response, please draft at least one question that you would like to see discussed in class. This should be a question that will fuel discussion, not merely a plot question.

