Writing-to-Learn Exercise: Planning Essay II

When you come to your conference please bring your answers to following questions, and be ready to discuss your answers and plans for Essay II. You may write a numbered list. Please leave extra space (or bring blank paper) for writing/brainstorming done at your conference. 

Length: For questions 2-4, you should be able to write at least a detailed paragraph for each. Your total length should be approx. 1-1.5 pg. if handwritten; at least 3/4 pg. if typed.

1. Draft your thesis statement:

a. List your claim, reason, and inference.

· The inference can be tricky. It is the value or belief you and your audience must share in order for your claim to work. If you do not already share this value or belief, then you will need to adjust your thesis statement or begin your essay by convincing the audience that they should share that value. See the link on Developing an Argumentative Thesis for examples.)

b. What is your thesis statement? 

2. Describe your target audience. (Consider who might be interested in your research, as well as who else might be reading it.) What will be your audience’s concerns, values, etc.? In other words, what about this issue will they be particularly interested in? 

3. What reasons will you give for your audience to accept your claim? (What are your supporting claims?)

4. What sources that you’ve researched do you plan to use? Why do you plan to use these sources as opposed to any others you researched? Will you need to refer to the novel in any way? Will you need to conduct additional research?

